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by Michael Brestin 
 For the past 18 years, the Ju 
nior Women’s Club of Jefferson 
Township has sponsored an An-
nual 5k Walk/Run. For the first 
six years, the Club held the run to 
raise money for different charities 
and causes within the Jefferson 
Township community. However, 
in April of 2004, Mr. Wroblews-
ki’s son, 2nd Lieutenant J.T. 
Wroblewski, died after he had 
succumbed to injuries while serv-
ing in Ramadi, Iraq for the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 
 The loss of this young man 
who died serving his country 
shook communities throughout 
the Northern New Jersey area. 
As the first Morris County soldier 
to die in Iraq, friends and fam-
ily had come together during this 
difficult time. Shortly afterwards, 
the Junior Women’s Club of Jef-
ferson Township renamed their 
annual run the “Wrobo Run” in 
honor of their hometown hero. 
 Although this fundraiser con-
tinues to help raise money for 
many different causes within the 
Jefferson Township community, 
many of the participants come 
for one specific reason: to walk 
or run in honor of 2nd Lieutenant 
J.T. Wrobleski, as well as to show 
support of the PPHS Athletic Di-
rector, Mr. Wroblewski, and his 
family.
 As is tradition, the Palisades 
Park Boys’ and Girls’ Cross 
Country teams, including both 
current runners and alumni, field-
ed a large number of runners to 
do just that. This year, the PPHS 
team won a plaque for largest 

tion that, year after year, PPHS 
graduates who are well beyond 
their completion of high school 
return to rejoin the team for this 
one Sunday morning. 
 The Wrobo Run has grown 
from a fundraiser to a close knit 
family event, all in honor of J.T. 
Wroblewski.
 In an interview with The Daily 
Record in 2004, Mr. Wroblewski 
stated, “We want everybody to 
know that he was hero, and he 
died a hero.” On behalf of the stu-
dent body of PPHS and members 
of the Cross Country Team, 2nd 

team.
 Every year, at the end of each 
race, Mr. Wroblewski invites the 
PPHS Cross Country team back 
to his house where runners play 
football, socialize, and re-fuel 
with sandwiches.
 Senior Cross Country captain 
Dante Gonzalez says he enjoys 
the event.  “I like the team be-
ing together, and representing 
Palisades Park to support Mr. 
Wroblewski and the cause,” com-
mented Gonzalez.
 The Wrobo Run has become 
such a Cross Country team tradi-

by Emily Kim
 With tremendous help and 
support from the Palisades Park 
Parent Teacher Association 
and the Palisades Park Korean 
Parents Group, the Lindbergh 
School Fall Festival turned out 
to be a great success!
 This event was sponsored to 
benefit the Make a Wish Foun-
dation in memory of Harold 
Wrightington.  Over three hun-
dred people came to support 
the cause.
 At the festival, children of 
all ages enjoyed entertainment 
which included but was not 
limited to, huge inflatables, 
carnival games, relay races, 
a pie-eating contest, and face 
painting.
 The theme of this event was 
“Star Wars under the Stars.”  
Guest appearances from Stor-
mtroopers, Jedi, and Ewoks 
joined in the fun to interact and 
take pictures with those in at-
tendance.
 To finish off the night, an 
outdoor movie screening of 
“Star Wars – The Force Awak-
ens” was shown.   
 Mary Terranova, President 
of the PTA, stated “I think ev-
erything went great, especially 
because I had so many volun-
teers help out. The high school 
student volunteers were a great 
help and kept the children 
busy.”  
 The PTA plans to make the 
Fall Festival a new Palisades 
Park Annual Event.

Dreams Come True
at LS Fall Festival

Cross Country Team, Alumni Run in Memory of Soldier

Students Rock the Gym at Annual Pep Rally

Students rocked the gym at the annual Palisades Park High School Pep Rally on Friday, October 28th.  The junior class won spirit week.  Seniors Sophie 
Huh and Kenneth Ofori-Benne (right) were named Homecoming Queen and King.  “It’s an honor that people voted for me for queen, because it means I 
represent our school in a positive fashion and set a good example for all students,” exclaimed Homecoming Queen, Sophie Huh.  The King, Kenneth Ofo-
ri-Benne, said, “I feel like a lot of the younger kids look up to me, so I know I need to be good role model for them.”  Photo courtesy of Daniel Nemesvari.

Lieutenant J.T. Wroblewski will 
always be remembered as a lov-
ing member of the community, 
and a hero.
  “The team runs to support Mr. 
Wroblewski.  We do it out of 
respect for him and his family.  
He[(Mr. Wroblewski] always 
goes out of his way to thank us 
every year.  During his speech 
every year, Wrobo mentions us, 
and the whole Palisades com-
munity and how much we helped 
him through difficult times,” 
remarked Cross Country coach 
Frank Ring.

PPHS seniors dressed up for Halloween.  William Taylor won best male costume.  Alexandra 
Miskulin was awarded best female costume.  Most original costume went to Caitlynn Ra, 
who dressed as a forest ghost.  Photo courtesy of Daniel Nemesvari.
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Hillary Clinton wins PPHS Mock Election, takes 73% of Student Vote

Internship Program: Room for Improvement

by Beatriz Paniagua 
 Sex is a fundamental part of 
human nature. And although peo-
ple would like to disagree or say 
that young adults should not be 
having sex, the reality is that sex 
is unavoidable. But sex can also 
be an extremely risky act, with 
the consequences of pregnancy 
and sexually transmitted diseases. 
But if properly educated, young 
adults would be in significantly 
less danger when it comes to un-
planned pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted diseases.
   During the 90’s, teen preg-
nancy and sexually transmitted 
diseases were at an all-time high, 
but thanks to an increase in sexu-
al education programs throughout 
the United States, these numbers 
have dropped significantly. De-
spite this positive trend, many 
people are still hesitant about sex-
ual education being taught. Some 
people worry that students will 
not take the lesson seriously and 
therefore not learn anything.
 Others believe that sex-ed in 
schools may be at odds with reli-
gious ideologies, which creates a 

Sex-Ed Should be Taught in Schools

by Nickoll Pinto
 It’s election season, and it’s come down to the worst of the worst: Clinton the liar and Trump the manip-
ulator. 
 Between these two, many of us have had to ask ourselves “who will be the least destructive until the 
next election?” This is one of the saddest things American politics has ever faced. Both candidates are 
complete jokes, but there are no other viable options. 
 Voting for an independent party enables one of the two, one of which is Donald Trump-- someone 
whose name leaves a sour taste in the mouths of people who utter his name. Hillary, despite her recent 
attempts to come clean, has become the queen of scandal. 
 Every democratic voter in America is sighing in constant disappointment, even though Hillary is the 
lesser of the two evils. Her intentions seem good and we must continue to support her. We need someone 
who hopes to better America without excluding certain groups of people; that’s plain discrimination and 
goes against the United States’ constitution, which is at risk of being subjected to “Trumpism.” 
 Donald Trump claims that a wall separating the United States from Mexico will better America, when 
really all it will do is stray the United States from its roots. This great nation was founded by immi-
grants--total aliens to the country. Contributions to America’s ever-evolving culture are constantly made 
by groups that are absorbed into the country. Our home had a strong foundation leading to this election 
where we have all strayed from being one nation, but instead two divided political groups. 
 All that Americans want is a country filled with opportunity, but we already have this. Since Obama en-
tered office, the economy has gotten tremendously better, healthcare has somewhat improved, and people 
have more jobs opportunities than before his coming into office. We must go into this election thinking of 
someone who will take all of this progress and build on it. Donald Trump will absolutely not do this with 
his plans of stripping immigrants from their now homes and alienating Muslims from the rest of Ameri-
cans. We need union, not discrimination.

Model United Nations club members tally mock election 
results.  Numerous high schools throughout the state of 
New Jersey participated in the mock election run by The 
New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education in 
conjunction with Rutgers University and the New Jersey 
Social Studies Supervisors’ Association.  The final tally 
was Clinton, 354 votes, Trump, 71, others, 59.

Trump vs. Clinton, Choosing the Lesser of Two Evils

by Alexandra Miskulin
 Opening up internship oppor-
tunities to students outside of the 
Math and Science Academy was 
one of the best decisions made by 
the school administration.  How-
ever, the expansion of the intern-
ship program has been everything 
but smooth and has left many stu-
dents hurt and disappointed.  
 At the end of the last school 
year, administrators promised to 
allow the top twenty students of 
the grade to have an internship for 
the following year, either at a lo-
cation of their choice, or at Phibro 
with the academy. Unfortunately, 
since then, the school has fallen 
short in providing internship op-
portunities to all the students who 
were promised one. 
 At the beginning of this school 
year, many students, including 
some who had previously been 
in the academy, were denied an 
internship at Phibro, much to the 
chagrin of many students who had 
been led to believe that they were 
guaranteed an internship there. 
Many students were thus forced 

“Donald Trump is sometimes 
immature. He only goes with the 
flow. He does not understand 
the fact that he needs to plan.  
Hillary is mature in her actions. 
I believe she’s going to be able 
to bring something new.”

Hara Rahman, 9th Grade

Tiger Tales asks Students, “Who would you vote for?”

“I don’t want to vote for either 
of them, or for the third par-
ties. Even though third parties 
are another option, they do not 
encompass what I want for this 
country. None of these peoples’ 
parties are what I believe in.

Urimy Cha, 10th Grade
“I would vote for Hillary 
Clinton.  Her [Clinton’s] tax 
policies and attempting to lower 
the taxes for middle class Amer-
icans are good and I know she 
is good at her job.  She’s been 
doing it for 30 years now.”

Beatriz Paniagua, 12th Grade

“I would not vote for either, be-
cause Trump is a sexist pig and 
Hillary is a compulsive liar. “

Brianna Charles, 12th Grade

moral conflict.  The biggest wor-
ry is that sexual education would 
encourage teenagers to have sex. 
But the pros vastly outweigh the 
cons when it comes to schools of-
fering students a comprehensive 
sex-ed program.
  The benefits of sexual edu-
cation are numerous. For one, it 
would dispel many of the myths 
surrounding sex that both harm 
and misinform teens. It would 
also help students understand 
the changes going on with their 
bodies during an extremely hor-
monal and confusing time. Sex-
ual education can also help mold 
students into responsible adults. 
But the biggest one would be that 
it is much safer to educate in a 
school environment rather than 
have teens learn from the internet 
or friends which could pass on in-
accurate information. 
 In an age of plentiful informa-
tion, much of which is not reli-
able, the importance of schools 
providing comprehensive and 
straightforward sex education 
classes should not be underesti-
mated.

to find an internship on their own, 
a task that proved to be very diffi-
cult. 
 Senior Grace Hong was one 
of the lucky few who was able to 
find an internship on her own at 
Rebecca Schwartz’s government 
office at the office of Assembly-
woman Valerie Vanieri Huttle. 
Her journey to find and set up her 
internship was anything but easy. 
“I was doing it all on my own. I 
had no help from the adminis-
tration.” Grace also had sched-
uling problems which forced her 
to intern irregularly throughout 
the week, sometimes on back-to-
back days.
 Grace Hong is one of a few 
success stories. A few students 
are currently interning at a phys-
ical therapy location, a daycare 
center, and an eye care office. 
Internships have been doled out 
sporadically throughout the year 
with some students receiving in-
ternships right away, while others 
needed to wait weeks. It seemed 
to me that getting an internship as 
a non-academy student was not 

based on grades, nor academics, 
but on luck. 
 This irregular assigning of 
internships poses difficult ques-
tions. First, how can administra-
tion gauge who is qualified and 
deserving of an internship? And 
what can be done to streamline 
this process? If the school wants 
to continue the internship pro-
gram for non-academy students, 
they must establish a set crite-
ria for students who want an in-
ternship. In addition, the school 
should set up internships for 
students during the summer, so 
that they don’t have to scramble 
during the school year to find a 
place to go. The academy intern-
ship at Phibro, led by Mrs. Del-
losa, has been running smoothly 
the past few years with no prob-
lems. It would be beneficial for 
non-academy students to have 
a positive experience as well. 
Fortunately, this is only the first 
year the school has expanded the 
internship program. There is still 
time for much improvement for 
the years to come.  

“Gary Johnson.  The other two 
candidates would ruin the coun-
try more than it already is.”

Saro Barsamyan, 11th Grade
“Hillary is the most qualified.  
She has vast knowledge and has 
dedicated her career to politics.”

Adalberto Jimenez, 12th Grade
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Ms. Bruno Empowers Women in Ethiopia
by Nicole Briones 
 Going above and beyond to 
help those that are less fortunate 
is a rewarding action, and a PPHS 
faculty member, Ms. Bruno, was 
fortunate enough to get the op

portunity to help those who are 
struggling in Ethiopia, a country 
in Eastern Africa.
 Initially, Ms. Bruno went to 
teach a course on research meth-
ods at the University of Addis 
Ababa. Her plans changed the 
moment she arrived. 
 Instead of teaching, she was 
given a role at a non-profit wom-
en’s self help organization. This 
organization allowed women to 
band together and collect mon-

ey to help them during times of 
need. In Ethiopia, women are not 
part of the workforce, and banks 
will not give them loans
 This ten week journey allowed 
Ms. Bruno to group and help oth

er women financially and socially 
empower themselves. Ms. Bruno 
described Ethiopia as a very “dif-
ferent” country. From the many 
countries she has traveled to, 
Ethiopia was on a very different 
level of poverty. This incredible 
poverty allowed her to realize and 
learn how much women suffer all 
over the world. These women are 
extremely different from those in 
the U.S. 
 Ms. Bruno commented, “It is 

upsetting yet so inspiring to see 
these women suffer. You real-
ize how truly blessed you are. At 
the end of the day, when you are 
faced with this kind of poverty 
you realize ‘I can go home any 
time, I know I can escape this,’ 
but this is the frightening reality 
for those who live here.” 
 Ms. Bruno has been to numer-
ous other countries where the 
population is faced with immense 
oppression and poverty, such as 
Cuba and Ecuador, but none of it 
compared to what she witnessed 
in Ethiopia. 
 There is complete censor-
ship and no freedom of speech 
in Ethiopia. With 80 to 100 dif-
ferent ethnic groups, there in an 
incredible amount of tension be-
tween these groups. Many people 
do hold peaceful protests to help 
gain rights in Ethiopia, but even 
while Ms. Bruno was there, the 
government shot anyone who was 
protesting. 

Hutchinson: Coach and Teacher
by Jasleen Nanda
 Mr. Hutchinson is an English 
teacher at Palisades Park High 
School who occasionally-- and 
perhaps surprisingly-- also teach-
es math. 
 He predominantly teaches 
English which is his favorite sub-
ject because in that subject, stu-
dents can voice their opinions, 
unlike math or history which in-
volve solid fact-based or provable 
answers. 
 “I like learning about literature 
and teaching literature because 
many things we read relate to is-
sues in our society.  I think that is 
important for students to see how 
things change, but they remain 
the same,” he stated. 
 Mr. Hutchinson’s favorite sport 
is basketball. He says, “Basket-
ball is a reflection of life. One can 
work hard and improve on indi-
vidual skills in basketball and yet 
still not be successful.  In order 
to excel in basketball, one needs 
to be skillful, but they also have 
to understand how to work with 
others to achieve success. Sounds 
like life doesn’t it? Basketball 
brings about internal and exter-
nal conflicts, but working through 
those conflicts teaches people 

Humans of Pal Park High School

how to overcome obstacles.” 
 His favorite basketball team is 
the San Antonio Spurs. He claims 
that “they are the greatest basket-
ball team ever.” 
 Mr. Hutchinson attended Pali-
sades Park High School, and then 
went on to study at Felician Col-
lege, Ramapo College, and New 
Jersey City University. Teachers 
like Mr. Spooner, Mrs. DeBlasio, 
and Mrs. Battles taught him while 
he attended PPHS. 
 As for sports, Mr. Hutchinson 
is currently a first-year coach for 
Boys’ and Girls’ Cross Coun-
try, and repeating head coach 
for the Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
team. He has coached basketball, 
however, for 12 years altogeth-
er-- nine years at PPHS, two at 
Passaic Valley, and one at Hasb-
rouck Heights High School. He 
once competed in sports that he 
now coaches when he was a high 
school student. 
 In light of this PPHS gradu-
ate’s history of involvement with 
the school, it may not come as a 
surprise that one of his favorite 
colors is blue, although his fa-
vorite color to wear is purple.“I 
wear purple like every other day-
- Musler makes fun of me.”

Colleges Make Visit to PPHS

Mr. Hutchinson inspires students to do their best both in and 
out of the classroom.  Photo courtesy of Brianna Charles.

 “My passion for photography started when 
I was taking a train back home. The train ride 
seemed like it lasted forever.  I sat in my seat, star-
ing out the window, admiring the view.  I noticed 
a sign and for some reason it immediately caught 
my attention. Seeing this sign gave me a sudden 
urge to snap a photo of it. I loved how the pic-
ture turned out. This simple sign turned into much 
more. The picture I took was vibrant. The sign was 
much more than a billboard, it was the start of a 
new journey; I had discovered my passion and 
love for capturing aesthetic photos. This new hob-
by has brought me to see the beauty of the simplest 
things in life.  I like to use my photos to share my 
perspective of the world with others.” - Jose Serra

 “Last year in February I moved here from 
Queens, New York.  I was 14. I found out I was 
moving only a month before and I lived my life 
normally without thinking much about the mov-
ing. Until, of course, the last day of my stay in 
New York, I cried so much and it was extremely 
emotional for my friends and I. When I moved to 
New Jersey, I was really quiet and obviously re-
ally lonely.  I cried so much every night because I 
missed my New York life. But then, I met my best 
friend and we became close and I became closer 
with her friends even though it took more than a 
year to become closer with the others. So I’m still 
in the process of fully adjusting here, but I’m pret-
ty satisfied with my life right now.” - Sarah Lee

Photo courtesy of Daniel Nemesvari Photo courtesy of Brianna Charles

by Eunice Hur
 One of the scariest things a per-
son can experience is change. Ad-
justing to a new environment can 
be difficult for kids and even for 
adults. 
 For the first time in years, Pali-
sades Park Junior/ Senior High 
School opened its doors and wel-
comed the seventh grade students.  
along with the students, many 
seventh grade teachers moved up 
to the high school too.
 “I’ve been a teacher for the sev-
enth graders for about nine years 
and the high school was very 
overwhelming at first,” explained 
Mrs. Conoscenti, a seventh grade 
science teacher. As a teacher at 
Lindbergh, she was not used to 
seeing older students and the ro-
tation schedule was hard to get 
used to. 
 Now a month into the school 
year, Mrs. Conoscenti is used 
to the crazy rotation schedule 
and the more mature vibe of the 
high school. “Overall, change is 
good and I am happy that I had 
the chance to move up to the high 
school.”  

 Getting accustomed to the dif-
ferences between Lindbergh 
School and PPHS are a common 
experience among teachers who 
have made the switch. 
 “My head is swimming half the 
time because of the schedules. I 
keep a color-coded schedule on 
my ID. I’m starting to get the 
hang of it, but I miss having the 
same schedule everyday.” Says 
Mrs. Kamvosoulis, a seventh 
grade math teacher. At Lindbergh, 

Seventh Grade Teachers Adjust to PPHS

many had their own rooms, but in 
the high school, teachers share 
and move between rooms. Mrs. 
Kamvosoulis is adjusting very 
well to the high school and is 
learning how to get used to the 
busy rotation schedule. 
 Adjusting to a new environment 
can be very difficult, but the new 
seventh grade teachers are adapt-
ing well to the high school, and 
are sure to contribute positively 
to the PPHS community.

by Sophie Huh
 Winter. Most people think about the cold weather, the snowy 
streets, and the holidays drawing near. But for senior students, win-
ter indicates the hectic process of applying to colleges. And as the 
winter season approaches, seniors have to start considering what 
they want for their future after high school.
 The annual fall college fair that takes place in the Palisades Park 
High School gives students a chance to learn and ask about different 
colleges and what the schools have to offer. Many representatives 
from schools like Ramapo College, Penn State, and the University 
of Arizona came to speak to students on October 13 to answer any 
questions. 
 Melissa Kane, a representative from Felician University, stressed 
the importance and helpfulness of these college fairs. “These types 
of presentations give students a chance to be exposed to new col-
leges and information that they might have not known about before. 
Many times, seniors can be completely unaware of the financial 
costs, programs, and benefits that schools have to offer. We are here 
to help lead students pave a path to a bright future.” 
 Senior Christina Velez was one of the many students who thought 
the college fair was helpful. “Being interested in applying to many 
state schools, I learned a lot more about the differences between 
tuition and the general requirements the colleges require.”
 Senior Jonathan Yi remarked, “It helped me find out which 
schools have the right program for me.”
 The PPHS College Fair enlightened seniors and juniors about 
what to expect when going through the college application process.  

Ms. Bruno in Gondar, Ethiopia.  Behind her are the castles 
of past kings and queens.  Photo courtesy of Ms. Bruno

Ms. Graf, 7th Grade Language Arts teacher, has taught at 
both Lindbergh and the high school.  



Tiger Sports Fall Wrap-Up
Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer Qualify for States

by Amy Lee and Rachel Lee
 During the cross country sea-
son so far, the PPHS varsity team, 
compromised of talented athletes, 
is well into achieving goals that 
they set in the summer, when they 
began preparing for the season.
 This year, the high school 
cross country team’s head coach 
is Mr. Ring. It is his first year as 
the head coach. Mr. Hutchinson 
is the assistant coach in the cross 
country team. Under the direction 
of the coaches, the team has dis-
played satisfying results.
 Both teams are led by dedi-
cated and experienced seniors. 
Coach Ring gives credit to Nicole 
Briones-- a senior who has been 
running cross country since mid-
dle school, and Dante Gonzalez.  
Dante placed sixth in the Ber-
gen County Group D meet, with 
Sophomore Samuel Golovin fol-
lowing in 15th place.

 Gonzalez’s time enabled him 
to qualify for the Bergen County 
Meet of Champions, where he ul-
timately came in 60th out of 116.
 The season came to a close on 
Saturday, November 5th at the 
North 2, Group 1 State Section-
als at Greystone Park in Morris 
Plains.  Gonzalez capped off his 
career with a 13th place finish in 
the guy’s race, while Briones fin-
ished in 16th on the girls’ side.

by Ellen Bang 
 This year, the Palisades Park 
Girls’ Tennis team was led by 
many young athletes who proved 
themselves to be skilled players. 
 Despite being underclass-
men--the team had no seniors-- 
they worked to improve their 
talent over the summer.  With 
the help of Coaches Aufiero and 
Westcott, the girls were able to 
compete against other teams that 
had more experience. 
 Coach Westcott said, “Being 
so young of a team, our girls did 
very well, because this season 

Tennis Powered by Influx of Youth
taught them how to be competi-
tive. Moving forward to next year, 
without losing any of our players, 
we are going to have a much bet-
ter understanding of what it takes 
to win.” 
 The varsity team won two 
games this year, both against Im-
maculate Conception. Although 
they did not win many matches, 
this season was a taste of what is 
to come in the future. Most of the 
players started the season at the 
junior varsity level, but were able 
to gain more experience in varsity 
games. 
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by Andrew Lee 
 With a school record-breaking 32 goals in his career, David Va-
lencia has been a remarkable soccer athlete for our school and his 
team. David was imperative to his team’s success throughout the 
season. In his senior year, he showed no signs of slowing down, 
scoring 15 goals with 2 assists, and 2 hat-tricks. 
 The team finished the season with an overall record of 8 wins, 9 
losses, and 2 draws, which is the best finishing record in the last 7 
years. David’s determination proved that he could lead the team. 
 Coach Zegarra stated “Ever since he was put at forward in the 5th 
game of the season at Waldwick, he started to produce immediate-
ly.” Zegarra saw David’s progression throughout the years of coach-
ing him, and credits Valencia for always giving 100%. David’s skill 
and dedication has made him a noteworthy and indispensable mem-
ber of the team.

 Sophomore Grace Kim said, 
“It was a memorable season. In 
the beginning, we were slow and 
adjusting to the level of varsity 
players, but after a while we got 
comfortable and started to make 
improvements.” 
 The varsity team ended the 
season with a positive attitude. 
“Next year, I can’t wait to play 
again and have another great sea-
son with my teammates,” com-
mented Grace Kim. The team is 
young, but with the return of all 
members of this year’s team, the 
future is bright.

Star Athlete - Fall Season
Valencia leads soccer squad to states

Cross Country team mem-
bers Samuel Golovin, 
Nicole Briones, Dante Gon-
zalez, and Jasleen Nanda at 
the PPHS Fall Pep Rally.

Cross Country Ends on High Note

by Andrew Lee
 With the season ending with 
3 wins, 6 losses and two more 
games to come, the Palisades 
Park/Leonia Tigers football team 
played a challenging sched-
ule competing in one of Bergen 
County’s hardest divisions. 
 Despite, playing in such a hard 
league, the team has been able 
to develop their players through 

the trials and tribulations they 
had to face.  Coach Coyne stat-
ed, “The seniors have created this 
program,” and he never failed to 
mention how proud he was of 
the seniors in the speeches after 
games. 
 Senior Kenny Ofori said “Al-
though the team went through 
many hard times, we still were 
able to pull through the season.” 

Coach Coyne addresses senior captains Derek Oh (#3) and 
Erick Rosario (#55) before a game.

 The team’s persistence paid 
off in their most recent games, 
posting a 47-14 win over Elm-
wood Park this past Saturday, and 
squeaking out a 21-20 victory 
over Sussex Tech, Friday, Octo-
ber 28th.  Senior captain Derek 
Oh said, “It feels good to win 
three in a row after going through 
a five-game losing streak.”
 Speaking in terms of stats, of-
fensively, Senior Marcus Marson 
of Leonia rushed for 1,125 yards 
in his career and has more to 
come in his upcoming final two 
games.  Defensively, Senior Phil-
ip Walsh, also of Leonia contrib-
uted with 82 tackles and 12 sacks 
in his career. 
 Junior quarterback John Weber 
said “I’m going to miss the senior 
leadership from this year, but we 
have a lot of guys that are ready to 
step up for next year and like our 
coach said, ‘they are starving.’ 
We have a lot of strong guys that 
come back and we expect to build 
this program that they left for us.” 
 With a good amount of young 
athletes on the team and under 
the the tutelage of head coach 
Mike Coyne, the football team 
has a great amount of potential 
to improve in the years to come. 
Graduating seniors will miss 
the coaches, the game, and most 
importantly playing with team-
mates. The Palisades Park/Leonia 
Tigers play as 3 towns, 2 schools, 
and 1 team.

Senior Leadership Enables Team Unity

Girls’ Soccer
by Jasleen Nanda
 The Palisades Park/Leonia 
Varsity Girls’ soccer team have 
had a very successful season, end-
ing their year with a State Tour-
nament playoff appearance for 
the first time in 17 years. A record 
of 10-8 made this the winningest 
season in the team’s history.
 Nicolette Costanzo, a sopho-
more player from Palisades Park, 
had high hopes to win the State 
game, because the team hadn’t 
qualified in nearly two decades 
and Leonia has never scored in a 
state game.
 “Even if we don’t win, this is 
a great experience and I wouldn’t 
trade it for the world,” Nicolette 
commented. 
 Unfortunately, the girls lost 
7-0, but they are confident that 
they put their best foot forward 
and hope to make another State 
appearance next season. 

 Costanzo says, “the best part 
about being on the team is you 
become closer, like a family.” 
The season had more ups than 
downs. Some noteworthy events 
include a narrow loss against a 
very competitive Dwight Engle-
wood team. This was the closest 
the Leonia team has come to de-
feating their private school rival. 
 Another highlight was a win in 
an independent game against the 
larger Fort Lee.
 Although the team ended up 
losing states, they are proud of 
such a successful season.

Boys’ Soccer
Staff Article
 It was a long seven years, but 
finally the Pal Park boys’ soccer 
squad returned to the state tour-
nament.  The ninth seeded Tigers 
bowed out in the first round of 
states, 3-0, against North Arling-
ton, But, the team knows they 
were given every chance to win 

the game.
 Senior Kevin Meza helped an-
chor the defense for the 8-9-2 Ti-
gers.  He stated, “It was our first 
time in states in seven years.  We 
worked hard all season to make it 
here.”
 Senior defensive back, Josh 
Mota said playing in states, and 
seeing the team perform at such 
a high level all season, helped 
make his senior year a memorable 
one.  “We spent seven years at the 
bottom of the league.  This year 
was unexpected.  It felt good after 
being at the bottom of the league.  
It’s a good way to go out.”
 Mota also noted that playing in 
close games, really helped build 
team chemistry, and bring the 
team together, regardless of win 
or loss.  He was quick to point out 
that the influx of Hispanic stu-
dents coming to Palisades Park 
played a major role in helping 
turn around a team that only had 
two wins last year.

by Emily Kim
 Both the Junior Varsity and Varsity Volleyball teams, had 
a challenging season this year.  With the help from their 
supportive coaches, Mrs. Rovetto and Ms. Allegretta, both 
teams showed improvement as the season progressed.
 Sophomore Rachel Yoo wanted to have the experience 
of playing a team sport, so she decided to try volleyball.  
“My first year as a PPHS volleyball player was pretty awe-
some.  I became closer with so many girls on the team and 
I improved as a volleyball player, because the other girls 
helped me strive to get better.” she said.
 The Varsity volleyball team was led by captains Brianna 
Charles and Christina Velez.  “Despite our record, Varsity 
has improved throughout the year,” Christina stated.
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